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Al T could conclude, looking at my technical ineptitude and flunking grades
in math and science, was that I wasn't very smart. At least, not that way. I
didn’t realize it then, but my self-portrait as being technically, scientifically, and
mathematically ( 1 ) was shaping my life. At the root of it all was my

problem with mathematics. I had come to think of numbers and equations as

akin to one of life’s deadly diseases—(z)[all / at / avoided / be / costs / to]. I
didn’t realize then that there were simple mental tricks that could have brought
math into focus for me, tricks that are helpful not only for people who are bad at
math, but also for those who are already good at it.

I didn’t understand that my type of thinking is typical of people who believe
they can’t do math and science. Now, I realize that my problem was rooted in
two distinctly different modes for viewing the world. Back then, I only knew
how to tap one mode for learning—and the result was that I was ( 3 ) to
the music of math.

Mathematics, as it’s generally taught in American school systems, can be a
saintly mother of a subject. It climbs logically and majestically from addition
through subtraction, multiplication, and division. Then it sweeps up toward
the heavens of mathematical beauty. But math can also be a wicked

stepmother. ( 4\She is utterly unforgiving if you happen to miss any step of the

logical sequence—and missing a step is easy to do. All you need is a disruptive

family life, a burned-out teacher, or an unlucky extended bout’ with illness—

(5)evena week or two at a critical time can throw you off your game. Or, as was




the case with me, simply no interest or seeming talent whatsoever.

In seventh grade, disaster struck my family. My father lost his job after a
serious back injury. We ended up in a hardscrabble school district where a
crotchety math teacher made us sit for hours in the sweltering heat doing rote’
addition and multiplication. It didn’t help that Mr. Crotchety refused to
provide any explanations. He seemed to enjoy seeing us flounder.

By this time, I not only didn’t see any use for math—I actively loathedit.
Andas ( 6 ) asthe sciences went—well, they didn’t. In my first chemistry
experiment, my teacher chose to give my lab partner and me a different
substance than the rest of the class. He ridiculed us when we fudged the data
in an attempt to match everyone else’s results. When my well-meaning
parents saw my failing grades and urged me to get help during the teacher’s
office hours, I felt I knew better. Math and science were ( 7 ), anyway.
The Gods of Required Coursework were determined to shove math and science

down my throat. (S\My way of winningwas (A ) ( ) B )( )

(€ ), and to belligerently flunk every test. There was no way to

*
outmaneuver my strategy.
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@ able @ capable @ incapable @ unable
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at costs to be all avoided
all costs to be avoided at

costs to be avoided at all
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to be avoided at all costs
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@ deaf @ dumb @ empty @ tasteless
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() an unenthusiastic teacher @ extracurricular activities

@ serious illness @ wunstable family life
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@ far @ long @ much @ soon
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() precious ® priceless ® valuable @ worthless
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(1) As a student, the author seemed ( ). 9

to be interested in no subjects whatever
to have a few good classmates

to have no caring math or science teachers

OROEONC

to refuse to attend school

(2) When the author got low grades, ( ). 10

her parents advised her to ask the teacher for extra help
her parents decided to make her drop out of school

the teacher offered to give her extra help during his office hours

® e

the teacher ridiculed her and refused to give her extra help
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(1) As a student, the author thought of herself as very smart. | 11

(2) Math can be both a saintly mother of a subject and a wicked stepmother.
12
(3) When the author was a seventh-grade student, her father passed away.

13

(4) In her first chemistry experiment, the student was given a different

substance to the one given to the other class members. | 14
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Two financial advisers were in business together for over a decade, and then

the market | 15 |sour. They put everything they had into the business, but

it wasn’t enough, and soon they | 16 |[their business and all their money.

When it was time to pick up the pieces, they both dwelled on'the lost money and,

in the process, lost their friendship.

Each [ 17 |the other for the financial disaster. After not speaking to

each other for over a year, though, they | 18 |each other for lunch. They
both | 19 | tothe other thattheyhad | 20 | a majorloss. And it wasn’t the

money, it was their friendship. One of them said, “Money is like a glove.

Friendship is like your hand. One is useful, the other essential.”
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() admitted @ blamed @ experienced
@ lost ® met ® turned

The 100 Simple Secrets of Happy People: WhatSczenUsts Have Learned and How You
Can Uselt by David Niven.

Copyright © 2006 by DavidNiven, Ph.D. Reproduced with permission of theauthor.
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(1) A: Just give me a hand, will you?
B: 21

A: How useless you are!

I'd be glad to.

Oh, sure you will!

Sorry, I'm tied up at the moment.

® 00

You’re welcome.

(2) A: Ican’tstart the day without a cup of coffee.
22

No. I'm not a breakfast person.

&

>

Can a cup of coffee give you enough energy?
Don’t you need to eat something?

Don’t you think it not good for your health?

SOEONEONS

Just a cup of coffee cannot make you fit.
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Shall we go swimming or fishing next Saturday?
23
Then, we’ll do both.

I cannot swim, and I don’t like fish.
I don’t mind. It’s up to you.
I will thank you to leave me alone.

Sorry, I have a previous engagement.

I was so embarrassed at the reunion.

24

I called my homeroom teacher by the wrong name!

What happened? ® Where was it held?
When was it closed? @ Who planned it?
Could you send me the file by Monday?

25

I’d really appreciate it.

I wish I could.
I’'m sorry to have kept you waiting.
It’s impossible for me to do.

That won’t be a problem.
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(1) When I was spoken to by the lady, I realized I | 26 | her before.

@ had met @ have met @ met @ should meet

(2) Iwas surprised to| 27 [ San Francisco very cool even in summer.

@ feel @ find @ know @ learn

(3) The comedian is considering | 28 | his family to Hawaii this summer.

1 take @ taken @ taking @ to take

(4) 29 | the police officers, the kids quickly ran away.

@ Saw @ See @ Seeing @ Seen

(5) The United States used | 30 | the golden land opportunity.

@ be ® being @ tobe @ to being

(6) Two passengers were rescued, one Japanese and | 31 | Korean.

@ another @ other @ others @ the other



(7) Maryis| 32 | of the two girls.

@ young @ younger @ ayounger (@ the younger
(8) | 33 |[sunshine is to flowers, smiles are to humanity.
@ That @ What @ Where @ Which

(9) They wouldn’t have won the game, | 34 | for Tanaka.

@ itwerenot @ notitwere () itnotwere @ wereitnot

(0 The children clapped their hands | 35 | the music.

@ at @ in @ to @ toward
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